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to witness the races and maneuvering of parties in
those days when men were imprisoned for debt. If a
man in Ontario County had a suspicion that an officer
was on his track, he had only to step over the line into
Grenesee, to be beyond the power of an officer's
precept.

A great deal of trouble as well as unpleasant feeling
was engendered by the exercise of that law, which
allowed the creditor so great advantage over the
debtor. This, together with the fact that very many
of the citizens of Rochester were men of small means,
the more wealthy portion felt called upon to protect
their interests, by forming themselves into what was
called a "Shylock Society," the object of which was
fco obtain a list of all the names of persons who had
been, or were then, on "the limits" for debt This
list of names was printed, and each member of the
society furnished with a copy, which enabled him to
decide whether or not to trust a man when he came to
trade. The formation of this society gave rise to
another, whose members pledged themselves to have
no dealing with a member of the " Shylock Society,"
and also to publish all defaulters in "high life," which
served to check these oppressive measures and restore
harmony.

Among others who came to settle in the thriving
village of Eochester, was a colored man named Daniel
Furr, who came from the East. He soon becamedeed laughableMr. but ignorance renders the poor slave so weakipotent
